MOHAWK VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

UTICA AND ROME, NEW YORK

COURSE OUTLINE
AC131 Business Law 1

                                          
 C-3, P-0, Cr-3

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This basic law course investigates the application of law to societal and business relationships through a study of the concept of commercial law and its sources, the law of contracts, the law of sales, and the law of negotiable instruments.  Lecture, discussion and case study comprise the primary methods of instruction in the effort to develop awareness of the logic and application of the law.  
Prerequisite:  None

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon completion of this course, the student is expected to be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of Constitutional Law and its relationship to business and society.

2. Outline the hierarchy of courts and procedures in both criminal and civil law.

3. Differentiate between criminal and civil law with regards to the plaintiff, the degree of evidence, the verdict outcome and the punishment outcome.

4. Evaluate the difference aspects of the three types of civil injustices: intentional torts, negligence and strict liability regarding defendants’ intentions, the degree of evidence and the verdict and punishment outcomes.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the law of contracts and the application of the Uniform Commercial Code.

6.  Assess all the requirements of a prepared contract for services and for the sale of goods.
7. Explain the differences in performance outcomes of service contracts. 
8. Conclude when title and liability for losses change in a sales contract.

9.  Delineate and assess ethical and social responsibilities of business entities.
10. Demonstrate an understanding of warranties and product liability
11. Differentiate between the various forms of commercial paper and role of the banking system in facilitating business transactions.
12. demonstrate understanding of United States’ society and/or history, including the diversity of individuals and communities that make up the nation;

13. understand the role of individual participation in US communities and government; and

14. apply historical and contemporary evidence to draw, support, or verify conclusions.

MAJOR TOPICS:
· The Legal Environment

· Constitutional Law

· Criminal Law

· Courts and Procedures

· Torts and  Intellectual Property

· Ethics and Social Responsibility

· Contracts, Performance and Breach
· Title and Risk of Loss              

· Warranties and Product Liability

· Commercial Paper & the Banking System
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