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Catalog Description:   







P-2, Cr-1
This course introduces the role of the surgical technician and its integration with other hospital departments. Emphasis is placed on observation of Operating Suites, Central Sterile Processing, Endoscopy, Labor and Delivery, and Materials Management departments. Concentration is placed on how these departments prepare and deliver patient care and supplies for operative procedures. Equipment and instrumentation decontamination, tray set ups, and instrument identification as well as packaging and sterilization processes are covered. 
2  hours laboratory experience
Prerequisite:   None
Corequisites: AH130 Fundamentals for Surgical Technicians, AH140 Surgical Technician Skills/Surgical Procedures, and BI216 Human Anatomy & Physiology 1
Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course, a student will be able to:

· Explain the principles of effective communication, teamwork and leadership in the surgical setting.
· Discuss laws, ethics, and patient rights as it relates to the surgical technologist and healthcare providers.
· Discuss physics, informational technology, and diagnostic procedures as it pertains to surgical technology. 
· Identify environmental factors, other hazards, and disasters, which contribute to the safety of the surgical patient and team members.
· Demonstrate the process of scrubbing, sterile surgical gowning and gloving of themselves, and other sterile team members.

· Discuss the terms sterilization, disinfection, and materials used for packaging sterile supplies. 
· Discuss medication terminology, preparation, and dosages of medication on the surgical field. 

· Discuss the basic and spiritual needs of the surgical patient.
· Identify the coping mechanisms and strategies for dealing with death. 
Course Outline and Major Topics:

Communication and team Work

· Professional Communication Skills

· Stressors in the Perioperative Environment

· Teamwork
Law, Documentation, and Professional Ethics

· Law and the Surgical Technologist

· Institutional Standards and Policy

· Legal Doctrines

· Documentation

· Patients’ Rights
Perioperative Pharmacology

· Principles of Pharmacology

· The Medication Process

· Drug Action

· Selected Drug Categories
Environmental Hazards

· Risk and Safety

· Chemical Risks
Physics and Information Technology

· Physics

· Information Technology
Decontamination, Sterilization, and Disinfection

· Decontamination

· Sterilization
· Packaging Material

The Surgical Patient

· Death and Dying

· Spiritual needs
Biological Risks Disaster Preparedness and Response

· Classification and Definition of Disasters

· Ethical Dilemmas in Disaster

Method of Evaluation:

An instructor has the right to make appropriate evaluation of the kind and degree of knowledge and understanding that a student has achieved.  Students will be evaluated based upon their performance on such things as quizzes, exams, class participation, assignments, problem sets, written papers, oral presentations, laboratory assignments, etc., as appropriate to the course. 
Text and Materials:    
Fuller, J. K., (2013), Surgical Technology:  Principles and Practice (7th Edition), St. Louis, MO: Elsevier
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