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UTICA-ROME, NY

COURSE OUTLINE


BM109 Introduction to Investments			C-3, P-0, Cr-3		

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course offers an introduction to investment theory and portfolio management.  Topics include basic principles of investing, investment portfolio development and management, and definitive sources of investment information.  
	

Corequisite: None
Prerequisite: None

II. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the different types of investments.
2. Understand the trade-off between risk and return.
3. Calculate a portfolio’s rate of risk and return, and state how portfolio diversification affects these rates.
4. Apply knowledge of how a portfolio should change through each of life’s stages.
5. Describe the behavioral biases of investors and explain how reasoning errors influence investor decisions and market prices (GE SS: describe major concepts and theories of at least one discipline in the social sciences).
6. Demonstrate an understanding of how social influences shape financial decisions in investing (GE SS: demonstrate an understanding of the methods social scientists use to explore social phenomena)
7. Use definitive sources of investment literature to make informed decisions.


III. MAJOR TOPICS:
1. The Investment Process
2. Overview of Security Types
3. Mutual Funds, ETFs, and Other Fund Types
4. The Stock Market and Common Stock Valuation
5. Stock Price Behavior and Market Efficiency
6. Behavioral Finance and the Psychology of Investing
7. Interest Rates
8. Bond Prices and Yields
9. Diversification and Risky Asset Allocation
10. Return, Risk, and the Security Market Line
11. Performance Evaluation and Risk Management
12. Investments in Tangible and Digital Assets
