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Course Description:

This course introduces the basic elements of the American Criminal Justice System, from its legal roots and history to its most current concerns.  It analyzes the criminal justice process – from arrest to trial and disposition – emphasizing the function and structure of each component.  It provides an understanding of how each component responds to crime and how the key question of individual rights and public safety is addressed.  Attention is given to the elements of crime, the role of the police, courts, and corrections, and to the challenges facing this system in an increasingly diverse democratic society.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to:

1. 
Discover trends in public opinion with regard to crime.
2. Identify historical and current crime trends. 
3. Describe various ways to measure crime.
4. Distinguish among the Index crimes.
5. Distinguish among the different methods of police management.
6. Explain the steps of the criminal justice process from arrest to sentencing.
7. Recognize the legal aspects of policing, particularly those pertaining to the 4th and 5th 
Amendments.
8. Define and relate the term “discretion” to various criminal justice personnel.
9. Differentiate between state and federal courts, law enforcement, and correctional 
systems.
10. Differentiate between public and private law enforcement.
11. Differentiate among  the different levels and functions of courts.
12. Explain the different goals of sentencing.
13. Discuss community-based corrections, and identify relevant legal issues.
14. Distinguish between prisons and jails.
15. Recognize realities of life for incarcerated persons.  
16. 
Identify legal issues relevant for prisoners, and prison administrators.
Major Topics:

I.  
What is Criminal Justice?

II.
Defining Crimes

III.
Criminal Law

IV.
Police Management

V.
Legal Aspects and Issues of Policing

VI.
History and Structure of the Courts

VII.
The Criminal Trial

VIII.
Sentencing Philosophies

IX.
Probation, Parole and Community Corrections

X.
History and Structure of Prisons and Jails

XI.
Prison Life
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