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Course Description:
This course introduces students to forensic science topics, including crime-scene processing, evidence collection, analysis and admissibility, fingerprints, firearms and tool marks, questioned documents, fire and explosives, blood splatter, forensic photography, trace evidence, entomology, anthropology, the law, pathology, and instrument analysis.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to:

· Discuss the history and future of forensic science.

· Demonstrate proper evidence collection and preparation techniques.

· Identify proper admissibility procedures.

· Integrate information from the various fields of criminalistics.

· Distinguish the major types of pathology and discuss how they relate to the victim and the crime scene.

· Evaluate selected Supreme Court cases and their impact on forensics.

Major Topics:
I.  
History and Future of Forensic Science

II.
Evidence: Collection, Preservation and Admissibility

III.
Recording, Processing & Reconstructing a Crime Scene

IV.
Forensic Psychology

V.
Forensic Investigation and Analysis of Fingerprints, Firearms, Bloodstain Patterns and 
Fire

VI.
Forensic Toxicology

VII.
Trace Evidence & DNA Analysis

VIII.
Computer Forensics
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