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Course Description:

The goal of this course is two-fold: first, to recognize the ethical implications of the daily decisions made by justice system personnel; and second, to evaluate individual ethical frameworks. It addresses key analytical concepts including utilitarianism, deontology, peacemaking, codes of ethics, and tests of moral reasoning to resolve ethical dilemmas commonly found in the administration of justice, including policing, courts, and corrections.  It addresses the relationship of criminal justice to social justice, along with issues of cultural competence and diversity, especially as they illustrate the existence of dilemmas in applied ethics.  Scenarios are used to raise moral dilemmas in the administration of justice, with resolution of these dilemmas and analysis of the issues.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Students will be able to:

1.
Define and defend the need for ethics in criminal justice curricula.
2.
Differentiate among and apply the basic principles of deontology, utilitarianism, 
and peacemaking theory.
3.
Apply “tests of moral reasoning” to ethical issues and dilemmas.
4.
Identify and discuss ethical issues specifically related to the police, the courts, and 
corrections.
5.
Relate specific ethical frameworks to the creation of public policy.
6.
Explain how beliefs about the causes of crime, as well as about moral issues 
including social inequality, frame how crime control policies are developed and 
implemented.
7.
Explain the concept “autonomous moral agency.”
8.
Recognize the need to discuss and analyze ethical issues in a collegial way.
Major Topics:
1. Need for the study of applied ethics in criminal justice

2. Key systems of ethical analysis

3. Applications of systems of ethical analysis to dilemmas found in the American criminal justice system
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