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Course Description:

This course provides comprehensive explanations of delinquent behavior, an overview of the juvenile justice system, and a discussion of programs designed to prevent and address delinquency.  It explores issues related to delinquency in an increasingly diverse environment.  It addresses social class, racial and gender differences in delinquency, the significance of the invention of childhood, and the transformation of the juvenile court from a social to a legalistic entity.
Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to:

1.
Define the basic concepts in the discipline, including juvenile, delinquency, and 
juvenile justice system, specifying how each differs from concepts used to discuss 
adults.
2.
Explain why the "idea of childhood" is crucial to the creation of delinquency.
3.
Use and interpret data on juvenile delinquency.
4.
Explain the incidence and prevalence of various kinds of delinquent behavior.
5.
Discuss how family, school, and peers form a social context for delinquency.
6.
Describe how social class, race/ethnicity, and gender are related to delinquency.
7.
Distinguish between the various theories used to explain the existence of juvenile 
delinquency.
8.
Describe the relationship between theories of delinquency causation and public 
policy.

9.
Explain the path of a youth through the juvenile justice process.
10.
State the main points of the major United States Supreme Court decisions 
affecting juveniles.
11.
Recognize the controversy about the need for a juvenile justice system in the 
twenty-first century.
Major Topics:
1. The invention of childhood in Western Europe

2. Key differences between childhood and adulthood

3. Defining and counting delinquency

4. Major types of delinquent behavior
5. Key causes of delinquent behavior

6. Case flow through the juvenile justice system

7. The continuing need for a separate justice system for juveniles
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