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Course Description:
This course examines the nature and functions of the criminal law.  It uses controversial and landmark cases as a framework for an intensive examination of the classification of crimes and the assignment of penalties.  It addresses recent court decisions involving the administration of the penal law, jurisdictional questions, and Constitutional protections.  It uses the New York Penal Code as an exemplar. 

Student Learning Outcomes:

Students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate their knowledge of the concept of the rule of law.

2. Demonstrate their knowledge of the principles of criminal liability of actus reus, mens 

3. rea, concurrence, causation, and resulting harm.

4. Demonstrate their knowledge of participation before, during, and after the commission of


a crime.
5. Demonstrate their knowledge of vicarious liability of individuals and corporations.

6. Demonstrate their ability to apply the general principles of liability to:

a)  crimes of attempt, conspiracy, and solicitation


b)  defenses to criminal liability of excuse and justification


c)  crimes against persons of assault, manslaughter, murder, criminal sexual conduct,


     and personal restraint


d)  crimes against property of larceny, robbery, burglary, forgery, and uttering,


     extortion, and trespass


e)  crimes against public order
Major Topics:

I.
The Nature and Limits of Criminal Law

II.
The General Principles of Criminal Liability

III.
Parties to Crime-Vicarious Liability and Inchoate Crime

IV.
Defenses to Criminal Liability

V.
Crimes Against Persons

VI.
Crimes Against Property and Public Order
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