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Course Description:

	This course addresses the impact of the United States Constitution on the criminal justice system. It emphasizes the fundamental concepts on which the Constitution is based and stresses the Supreme Court decision-making process and schools of interpretation.  It analyzes the relationship of the Bill of Rights, especially the Fourth and the Fourteenth Amendments, to the criminal justice system.
Prerequisites: PS101 American National Government and either CJ101 Introduction to Criminal Justice or PS102 Introduction to Public Policy. 




Student Learning Outcomes:

Students will be able to:

1. Identify and discuss the structure of the Constitution.

2. Identify and discuss the guidelines for Supreme Court review of a legal problem.

3. Identify and discuss the four possible decisions that the Supreme Court can announce.

4. Assess why the Constitution is so difficult to interpret.

5. Identify and discuss the historical period of the Supreme Court.

6. Identify and discuss the three modes of Constitutional interpretation.

7. Demonstrate how to brief a Supreme Court case.

8. Discuss and identify the four modes of incorporation.

9. Analyze selected Supreme Court cases from each mode of interpretation and incorporation.

10. Discuss the Fourth Amendment’s incorporation as an example of how the Supreme Court works.
Major Topics:

I.
Structure of the Constitution.

II.
How a case can make it to the Supreme Court.

III.
The four schools of constitutional interpretation.

IV.
Incorporation of the Bill of Rights through the 14th Amendment.

V.
The incorporation of the 4th , 5th, 6th, and 8th Amendments.
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