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Course Description:

This course focuses on the social construction of deviance and crime. It addresses major theoretical perspectives that explain crime in America.  It investigates societal responses to crime and current issues facing the criminal justice system.  It emphasizes public policy implications of the theoretical perspectives.
Prerequisites: SO101 Introduction to Sociology
Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to:

1. Identify and discuss the classical and new-classical criminological theories.
2. Identify and discuss the bio-social criminological theories.

3. Identify and discuss the psychological school and the Chicago school criminological theories.

4. Identify and discuss the social dis-organization criminological theories.

5. Identify and discuss the differential association criminological theories.

6. Identify and discuss the anomie, strain, and control criminological theories.

7. Identify and discuss the critical criminology theories.

8. Identify and discuss the labeling criminological theories.

9. Compare and contrast key assumptions of criminological theories

10. Differentiate among key concepts of criminological theories

11. Discuss the policy implications of each of the previously listed theories.

Major Topics:

I.
What is Criminology

II.
Theories that emphasize the individual

III.
Theories that focus on social structure

IV.
Theories that focus on social processes

V.
Critical Theories

VI.
Integrated Theories
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