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CJ 205 - Principles of Investigation         





C-3, P-0, Cr-3    
Course Description:

This course details the basic procedures followed by law enforcement officers as they investigate crimes. Topics include questioning complainants and eyewitnesses, interrogating suspects, preparing statements, investigating crime scenes, and applicable search and seizure laws. Techniques of crime scene investigation are studied, including photography, charting, note-taking, and the handling of evidence. These techniques are applied to specific property and personal crimes. 

Prerequisite:  CJ 101 -  Introduction to Criminal Justice
Student Learning Outcomes:

Students will be able to:

1. 
Describe the purpose of an investigation.

2.  
Explain the role of the first responder.

3.   
Describe the different techniques for documenting a crime scene.

4.   
Explain modus operandi.

5. 
Differentiate among different types of physical evidence.

6. 
Identify agencies that can offer assistance to investigators.

7. 
Describe some of the equipment used to gather and analyze physical evidence. 

8. 
Explain the steps in an investigation.

9. 
Evaluate search patterns.

10. 
Discuss the legal issues pertinent to investigations, particularly in searching for and 
seizing evidence.

11. 
Evaluate the significance of various types of evidence.

12. 
Describe the different methods for intelligence gathering.

13. 
Describe the practices used in identifying and arresting suspects.

14. 
Analyze written and oral statements.

15. 
Describe the role of the investigator in judicial proceedings.

16. 
Apply the steps of an investigation to various crimes against persons.

17. 
Apply the steps of an investigation to various property crimes.

18. 
Identify special issues of investigation, in light of historical and recent events.

Major Topics:

I.
Preliminary Investigation/Documenting the Crime Scene

II.
Search and Seizure

III.
Identification of Criminal Suspects

IV.
Criminal Intelligence Function and Undercover/Surveillance Operations

V.
Making an Arrest

VI.
Interviews and Interrogations

VII.
Developing and Managing Informants

VIII.
Wrongful Death

IX.
Robbery/Burglary

X.
Assault and Related Offenses

XI.
Sex Offenses

XII.
Child Abuse and Neglect

XIII.
Larceny/Motor Vehicle Theft

XIV.
Arson and Bombings

XV.
Drug Offenses

XVI.
White-Collar Crime

XVII.
Preparation for Court
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