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CJ 212 Animal Law						          Credits:     3

I. Course Description


This course acquaints students with the fundamental principles of animal law and their relationship to the criminal justice system. Topics include the history of animal law, the protection of animals by anticruelty laws, animal fighting, and agricultural animals, the social movement of animals in the legal system, and constitutional issues raised in cases involving animals. 

II. Prerequisite:  None

III. Major Topics
· History and evolution of Animal Law, and the definition of “animal”.
· Criminal laws and animals.
· Civil laws and animals, including: torts, remedies, contracts and wills and trusts.
· Various other federal, state, and local laws pertaining to animals, including ownership.
· Special laws for farmed animals.
· Hunting, trapping, and fishing laws and regulations.
· Animals used in research and animal activism.
· International animal laws.
Student Learning Outcomes
· Identify and discuss the history and evolution of Animal Law and the term “animal”.
· Understand the relationship between the Criminal law and animals, and examine many of the federal, state, and local laws that govern this area, including animal fighting and theft.
· Analyze and discuss the concepts of standing, torts, remedies, contacts, wills, and trusts in civil actions involving animals.
· Demonstrate an understanding of state and local regulation of animal ownership.
· Analyze selected federal wildlife laws and discuss their social, moral, and legal impact and relevance.
· Understand the laws pertaining to Farmed animals and the related economic and political issues therein.
· Analyze the use of animals in research and the federal. And state laws that govern it.
· Identify the various federal and state laws concerning the hunting, trapping, and fishing of animals.
· Analyze animal activism, the laws regarding it, and its moral, economic, and political underpinnings.
· Examine and discuss various International Animal laws.
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