MOHAWK VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
UTICA AND ROME, NEW YORK
COURSE OUTLINE

CJ 214 - Criminal Justice Communications        




C-3, P-0, Cr-3  
Course Description:
This course examines the nature and importance of communication within the criminal justice system.  Students develop report writing skills and an understanding of the impact report writing has on the investigation and prosecution of crime, as well as on the administration of justice.  Students refine communication skills within criminal justice contexts. Observational skills, interview techniques, and field note-taking skills are developed. Applications to the Civil Service exam are used where appropriate.  
Prerequisites: CJ101 Introduction to Criminal Justice & either EN101 English 1: Composition or EN106: Composition & Reading
Student Learning Outcomes:

The student will be able to:

1.  
Describe the importance of report writing within the context of criminal justice.

2.  
Describe the different types of oral and written communication done in a criminal justice  

     
setting.

3.  
Write different types of reports that are grammatically correct, clear, and concise.

4.  
Define and utilize the “keep it simple” approach to writing.

5.  
Evaluate the quality of written reports.

6.  
Conduct interviews.

7
Describe the purpose and methods of interrogations.

8.  
Analyze written and oral statements for predictors of untruthfulness.

9.
Describe the process of testifying in court.

10. 
Define the best evidence rule.

Major Topics:
I.
Communication Basics 
II. 
Communicating with people with special needs

III.
Steps in an Investigation

IV.
Interviewing

V.
Statement Analysis
VI.
Interrogation


VII.
Search Warrants/Evidence Reports/Chain of Custody

VIII.
Describing People and Property

IX.
Field Notes/Face Page

X.
Police Reports

XI.
Corrections Reports

XII.
Supplementary Reports

XIII.
Public Speaking

XIV.
Courtroom Testifying
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