Mohawk Valley Community College
Utica & Rome, NY
Course Outline
Course Title:  ED201 Introduction to Early Childhood Education 

C-3, Cr-3
Course Description:

This course aids in understanding and providing for the needs and education of young children in care/educational settings.  Methods and materials used to plan, implement, and assess integrated learning experiences that consider the inter-relatedness of physical, social/emotional, and cognitive development are explored.  The importance of planning experiences for young children to develop intellectual curiosity and demonstrate a respect for diversity of backgrounds are emphasized. This course includes a minimum of eight hours of observation in a preschool classroom.
Prerequisites: ED150 Social & Philosophical Foundations of Education and ED205 Child Development. Prerequisites must meet a minimum grade of “C”.
Student Learning Outcomes:

The student will be able to:

1. Describe various types of child education and care settings and the factors that affect time and curriculum planning.

2. Compare and contrast the various educational and theoretical models of early childhood education with respect to basic assumptions, key concepts and strategies. 
3. Use educational and developmental theories to analyze case studies and typical classroom scenarios.

4. Create a daily schedule to meet the social, cognitive, emotional, physical, and language needs of young children.
5. Write an appropriate positive guidance policy statement for use with young children.

6. Describe adaptations necessary to support children and their families related to family structure and cultural/language backgrounds.

7. Use the NYS Office of Children & Families’ regulations relevant to observation, program planning, safety, education and practice to evaluate a daycare center case study. 
8. Use the quality standards established by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) for education and care to justify educationally sound practices.

9. Evaluate a case study to determine the appropriate ethical behaviors and responsibilities of teachers of young children. 
10. Write a parent handbook including materials on guidance, the importance of play and a play-based curriculum and a parent questionnaire. 

11. Write a newsletter appropriate for parents.

12. Complete an early childhood environmental assessment using an appropriate evaluative instrument.

13. Write a letter regarding an early childhood advocacy related issue.
Major topics:
1. Major theorists and theoretical models of early childhood education, including Montessori, Dewey, Erikson, Piaget, Vygotsky, High Scope, Bank Street, Reggio
Amelia, Froebel, Progressivism, and constructivism

2.   New York State Daycare Regulations

3.  Advocacy

4.  NAEYC Ethical Code of Conduct to analyze ethical scenarios

5.  Methods of interacting and supporting families

6.  NAEYC best practices regarding curriculum, daily schedule, care of young children, learning environments, technology, physical environment, etc.

7.  Positive guidance strategies

8.  Anti-Bias curriculum and multicultural curriculum
9. Education of young children with special needs

10. Play-based learning and curriculum

11. Appropriate forms of assessment for young children

12. Appropriate strategies for working with young children with disabilities

13. Use of Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale to evaluate a preschool environment
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