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I. Course Description:  

This course provides an overview of the education of children and adolescents with exceptionalities, focusing on those with disabilities and those with giftedness. Topics include the historical, philosophical and legal foundations of special education and other exceptionalities and their prevalence, causes, and characteristics. Educational modifications, accommodations, and teaching strategies for general and specific classrooms are addressed. Current issues and trends educating children with exceptionalities are explored. A minimum of fifteen hours (15) of observations in a special education setting must be completed.
Prerequisites: ED150 Social Philosophical Foundations of Education and ED205 Child Development or PY212 Adolescent Psychology.  Prerequisites must be met with a minimum grade of “C”. 
II. Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course a students will be able to:  
1. Explain the contemporary and historical foundations of special education and the impact on current programs and students with exceptionalities.

2. Explain the legal issues and legislation regarding the education of students with exceptionalities.

3. Explain the process for identifying and educating children with disabilities as mandated under the Individual with Disabilities Act (IDEA).

4. For each of the 13 classifications, explain the criteria, causes, assessment procedures, characteristics, instructional approaches, modifications and accommodations.

5. Explain the effects of cultural and linguistic diversity on students with exceptionalities.

6. Utilize the New York State standards and assessments in the education of students with exceptionalities.

7. Explain the continuum of placement options and service delivery models for students with exceptionalities, especially in relation to general education, including the CSE process. 
8.  Explain the modes and models of teaming and collaboration.

9. Explain the impact of an exceptional child on the family and support needs. 

10. Explain the value and process for classifying a preschooler. 
11. Explain the process in transitioning to adult services.

III. Major Topics:
1.  Contemporary and historical foundations of Special Education.
2.    Important people, objects and laws – Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA).
3. Process of identifying and education children with disabilities, including the process for CSE and CPSE.

4. Criteria, causes, assessment procedures, characteristics, instructional approaches,  

modifications and accommodations for each of the 13 recognized classifications in IDEA.
5. Similarities and differences among and between the classifications.
6. Effects of cultural and linguistic diversity on students with disabilities.
7. New York State Learning Standards.
8. Continuum of placement options and service delivery for students with disabilities.
9. Models of team teaching and collaboration.
10. Interactions and support of families with children with disabilities.
11. Similarities and differences among and between IEP, ITP, and IFSP.
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