Mohawk Valley Community College
Utica and Rome, New York

Course Outline
EN154 Persuasive Writing                                                                              C-3, Cr-3

Course Description:
This course deals with the techniques of changing attitudes and opinions. It analyzes and provides practice in presentation of issues and evidence, methods of argumentation, and uses of emotion and other mechanisms.  It examines research in influence factors, persuasibility, credibility, and the components of attitudes and opinions.
Prerequisites:  EN101 English 1: Composition or EN105 English Composition for Speakers of Other Languages or EN106 English 1: Composition and Reading, and EN102 English 2: Ideas & Values of Literature.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course the student will be able to:
· Evaluate the importance of persuasion in all aspects of society and life.
· Analyze and apply persuasive techniques.

· Perform research as a step in constructing an effective piece of persuasion.
· Comprehend the ethical issues involved in persuasion.
· Analyze the role of audience and occasion in the rhetorical context.
· Exhibit knowledge of the history of rhetoric and the role persuasion plays in the evolution of society.
· research a topic, develop an argument, and organize supporting details;*
· demonstrate coherent college-level communication (written and oral) that informs, persuades, or otherwise engages with an audience;*
· evaluate communication for substance, bias, and intended effect;* and

· demonstrate the ability to revise and improve written and oral communication.*
In addition to these course objectives specific to Persuasive Writing, students will have further developed:
· Skills of close and critical reading

· An ability to recognize the moral, religious, social, and political ideas and perspectives presented by written texts, and to compare and contrast these views with their own.

· Intellectual independence and abilities to use language for the purposes of learning, thinking, and communicating.

· Skills of revising and editing.
Major Topics

· The research into influence factors, persuasibility, credibility and components of attitudes and opinions.
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