Mohawk Valley Community College
Utica and Rome, New York

Course Outline

EN196   Journalism                                                                                                     C-3, Cr-3
Course Description:

This course introduces American journalism, including electronic media. Lectures cover historical and operational aspects, while readings and discussions explore controversial issues surrounding the news media.   Written assignments provide practice in news gathering and journalistic writing: news reporting, live coverage, headline and caption writing, sports writing, feature writing, and reviewing.
Prerequisite:  EN102 English 2: Ideas & Values in Literature.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Demonstrate familiarity with the history of American journalism, including recent technological developments.
· Recognize the most reputable media outlets.
· Identify the procedures by which contemporary media operate.
· Write effective news stories, features, and reviews.
· Create effective headlines and captions.
· Discuss controversial issues surrounding journalism. (e.g., objectivity, ethics, social responsibility, and the sensationalizing and trivializing of the news).
· Discriminate as a media consumer.
· research a topic, develop an argument, and organize supporting details;*
· demonstrate coherent college-level communication (written and oral) that informs, persuades, or otherwise engages with an audience;*
· evaluate communication for substance, bias, and intended effect;* and

· demonstrate the ability to revise and improve written and oral communication.*
Major Topics:
· News gathering and journalistic writing

· News reporting

· Live coverage

· Headline and caption writing

· Sports writing

· Feature writing

· New Journalism trends and Past Journalism

· Compose the college newspaper:  The Student Voice.
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* = SUNY General Education requirement
