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Course Outline

EN 248    American Literature I                                                           C-3, Cr-3

Course Description: 
This course is a survey of representative American writers from the Columbian Exchange to 1914, including the Colonial, Revolutionary, and Federal periods, as well as Romanticism and Realism. 

Prerequisite:   EN102 English 2: Ideas & Values in Literature.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:
· Analyze literature by examining the historical, geographical, and political environments within the author’s literary works.
· Examine the major literary movements in America during colonialism and post-colonialism, Puritanism, Reason and Revolution, Cross currents: Freedom, Religion, and Revolution, Transcendentalism, Romanticism and the Pioneers of a New Poetry.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the formation of American literature through American historical and political trends through class discussion and writing papers.

· Demonstrate critical analysis skills through research papers and thematic papers.

· Evaluate literary works as a revelation of America’s social and political life.

· Interpret America’s historicity as defined in its literature.

· Demonstrate knowledge of the conventions and methods of at least one of the humanities;* and

· Recognize and analyze nuance and complexity of meaning through critical reflections on text, visual images, or artifacts.*
Major Topics:
American writers from the Colombian Exchange to 1914, including:
· Colonial

· Revolutionary

·  Federal periods
· Romanticism  
· Realism
* = SUNY General Education requirement
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