Mohawk Valley Community College
Utica and Rome, New York

Course Outline

EN 265 African-American Literature:  A Survey                                         C-3, Cr-3
Course Description:
This course provides an historical survey of the literature written by Americans of African descent from colonial times to the present.   Emphasis is given to slave narratives, autobiographical writings, the Harlem Renaissance, and the development of the African-American novel.
Prerequisites:  EN102 English 2: Ideas & Values of Literature.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Utilize reading comprehension skills and critical thinking to analyze major writers in African-American Literature from the beginnings to the present.

· Demonstrate an awareness of the variety of genre and voices and critical perspectives in African-American Literature.

· Develop an understanding of African-American Literature as aesthetic expression and reflection of the many facets of African-American culture.

· Demonstrate the writing skills to express clearly the students’ ideas about African-American Literature in a variety of writing assignments.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the conventions and methods of at least one of the humanities;* and

· Recognize and analyze nuance and complexity of meaning through critical reflections on text, visual images, or artifacts.*
Major Topic
· Slave narratives
· Autobiographical writings

· The Harlem Renaissance

· Development of the African-American novel
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