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Course Outline

GC244 - Topics in Art History
                        C-3, Cr-3
Catalog Description: 

This course is a discussion and exposition of specific areas and subjects in art history. It presents information on the cultural impact, artistic value, and historic significance of art movements and developments. 
Prerequisite: EN 101 English 1: Composition or EN 106 English 1: Composition and Reading.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Explain the differences between different philosophies of art.

· Identify historical art styles (such as impressionism, cubism, surrealism, etc.)

· Develop a personal definition of art.

· Develop a journal in which the student’s ideas about art and art theory are written.

· Demonstrate an understanding of art history as a series of new reasons to do art. 

· Demonstrate knowledge of art styles. 

Major Topics: 
A wide range of topics and definitions of art must be selected by the faculty member. The faculty member will select specific topics as are applicable to meeting the goals of the course. Typical ranges of topics of study are:
· Defining Art. What is art? 
· Art as Form.  Greek and Roman Art.

· Art as Emotion. Romanticism, impressionism and expressionism

· Art as Revolt. Dada and the art of the absurd.  
· Art of the Mind. Surrealism.
· Art as Visual Perception. Cubism

· Art as Abstraction. Abstract art and abstract expressionism. 
· Art as Philosophy. Intellectualism.  
· Art as Social Conscience. Pragmatism and utilitarianism. 
· Art as Science and Craft. The renaissance.
· Art as Offbeat. Op, Pop, and Earth art. Installations and performance art.
· Art as Time. Animation and the new media. 
· Art as Form. Postmodernist art.

· Art as Violence. Shock art. Art Brut.  
· Art beyond Reality. Super Realism. 
· Art as Form. Sculpture. Postmodernism

· Art as Violence. Francis Bacon. Shock art. Psychic distance. 

· Art beyond Reality. Super Realism.

· What is art? 
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