Mohawk Valley Community College

Utica and Rome, New York

Course Outline
HI 103   History of Western Civilization: Early Civilization to 1453                C-3, Cr-3

Course Description:

The course traces development of Western Civilization from its Greek beginnings to the fall of Constantinople in 1453.  Beginning with the Greek experience, Western Civilization developed in uniquely different ways from the rest of the civilized world. Patterns of Western thought led to the emergence of ideals such as the dignity and rights of man, free expression, social inclusion, and equal opportunity. The influence of Western forms of political and economic organizations on the modern world is examined. The course employs the Socratic Dialogue as its method of debate.
Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:
· Recognize the contributions that previous ancient civilizations made to the West.

· Describe the contributions of Greece to Western Civilization.

· Recognize the importance of the Polis in the development of Greek culture and accomplishments.

· Demonstrate their knowledge of how the emergence of Hellenism and the 
growth of the Cosmopolis changed the framework of Western thought.

· Identify the contributions of Rome to the development of Western Civilization.

· Identify, after the fall of Rome, the three major components of the West (Western Europe, Byzantium, and Western Islam) and compare their impact on the evolution of Western Civilization.

· Recognize the different philosophical approaches to the interpretation of history with a particular emphasis placed on the concepts of cyclical and progressive history.

· Recognize the distinction between primary and secondary sources and understand how each are used to make historical claims.

· Demonstrate knowledge of a broad outline of world history and/or the development of the distinctive features of at least one civilization or culture in relation to other regions of the world; and

· Demonstrate an understanding of the structures, systems, and interrelationships among civilizations and cultures within historical and/or contemporary contexts, and their impact on wellbeing and sustainability.
* = SUNY General Education requirement
Major Topics:

· Ancient World-Foundations of the West

· Greece

· Roman Civilization – the Republic, the Empire and Byzantium.

· Middle Ages

· The Renaissance up to 1453
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