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Course Description:

This course is a continuation of the history of Western Civilization, beginning with the Renaissance and continuing to the present. It investigates the philosophical, international, political, economic, and social movements that dominated events leading up to the present time. It examines the reasons and motivations behind the events and perspectives of modern Western Civilization. The course employs the Socratic Dialogue as its method of debate.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Discuss the ideas of Humanism that emerged out of the Renaissance and its impact on modern political thought.

· Identify the importance of scientific and technological advances during the Industrial Revolution.

· Recognize the fusion of ideas that led to the Age of Revolution and the beginnings of modern Europe.

· Identify the system of thinking that brought about the Age of Imperialism/Materialism.

· Identify the causes of European competition that set Europe on the road to the World War.

· Analyze the meaning and reasons for the rise of Communism and Fascism.

· Recognize the impact of World War II.

· Recognize the rise of the New Europe and the current state of western thinking.
· Contrast the relationship between Western Civilization and other regions of the world.

· Differentiate the Western world and Western ideas from those of other present-day civilizations.

· Recognize the distinction between primary and secondary sources and understand how each are used to make historical claims.
· Demonstrate knowledge of a broad outline of world history and/or the development of the distinctive features of at least one civilization or culture in relation to other regions of the world; and

· Demonstrate an understanding of the structures, systems, and interrelationships among civilizations and cultures within historical and/or contemporary contexts, and their impact on wellbeing and sustainability.
* = SUNY General Education requirement
Major Topics:

· The Renaissance after 1453

· The Reformation and the Religious Wars

· The Age of Reason

· The Age of Revolution

· The Age of Romanticism

· The Age of Materialism
· World War I

· The Rise of Totalitarianism

· World War II

· The Cold War

· The Modern World
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