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C-3, Cr-3

Course Description:

The survey course provides an introduction to American history as well as a deeper understanding of how its geography, people, institutions, and culture interact to define the American experience. It begins with initial settlements and concludes with at the end of the Civil War. The course employs the Socratic Dialogue as its method of debate.
Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Recognize the key features of the pre-Columbian period in North America.

· Describe the European forces that changed the New World.

· Identify the development of the European, and in particular, the British colonies in what became the United States.

· Recognize the road to the American Revolution, the causes and effects of this revolution, and its aftermath.

· Describe how the U.S. Constitution came into being and recognize its philosophical underpinnings.

· Identify the role played by Manifest Destiny in the broader context of the westward expansion of the United States.

· Recognize the historical roots, causes and results of the American Civil War.
· Recognize the distinction between primary and secondary sources and understand how each are used to make historical claims.
· Demonstrate understanding of United States’ society and/or history, including the diversity of individuals and communities that make up the nation;*
· Understand the role of individual participation in US communities and government;* and
· Apply historical and contemporary evidence to draw, support, or verify conclusions.*
* = SUNY General Education requirement
Major Topics:

· A New World

· Evolution of English America (1607-1750)

· The Road to the American Revolution (1750-1775)

· The American Revolution 

· Founding a Nation (1783-1791)

· Securing the Republic (1791-1815)

· The Market Revolution (1800-1840)

· Westward Expansion 

· Democracy in America (1815-1840)

· The Institution of Slavery

· An Age of Reform (1820-1840)

· A House Divided (1840-1861)

· A New Birth of Freedom: The Civil War 
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