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Course Description:

The course continues to survey the development of the American story from an agricultural, frontier society to an urban, industrial nation.  Emphasis is placed on the economic revolution of the post-Civil War era, its social, political, and military aspects, and the emergence of America as a world leader.  It begins with Reconstruction and concludes with the present.  The course employs the Socratic dialogue as its method of debate.
Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Describe the impact of Reconstruction on the American nation.

· Summarize the rise of the United States as a great industrial nation in the late 19th Century.

· Analyze the emergence of the United States as a major power upon the world stage.

· Summarize the rise of Populism and Progressivism as American social and political institutions.

· Describe the effect of the Great Depression and the New Deal upon the American political landscape.

· Summarize the reasons for and the effects of the Cold War upon the United States.

· Identify the major political, intellectual, technological, and cultural developments into the 21st Century

· Recognize the distinction between primary and secondary sources and understand how each are used to make historical claims.
· Demonstrate understanding of United States’ society and/or history, including the diversity of individuals and communities that make up the nation;*

· Understand the role of individual participation in US communities and government;* and
· Apply historical and contemporary evidence to draw, support, or verify conclusions.*
* = SUNY General Education requirement
Major Topics:

· What is Freedom?”: Reconstruction (1865–1877)

· America’s Gilded Age (1870–1890)

· Freedom’s Boundaries, at Home and Abroad (1890–1900)

· The Progressive Era (1900–1916)

· Safe for Democracy: The United States and World War I (1916–1920)

· From Business Culture to Great Depression: The Twenties (1920–1932)

· The New Deal (1932–1940)

· Fighting for the Four Freedoms: World War II (1941–1945) 

· The United States and the Cold War (1945–1953)

· An Affluent Society (1953–1960)

· The Sixties (1960–1968) 

· The Conservative Turn (1969–1988) 

· From Triumph to Tragedy (1989–2001) 

· A Divided Nation
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