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Course Description:

The course provides a survey of the history of New York from its Dutch beginnings to the present day.  It gives a geographical and historical understanding of the State as well as how New York became the Empire State, creating its own unique identity while playing a major role in shaping and influencing the nation and the world. Attention to individuals of importance, the changing pattern of land holding, the emergence of New York City as a commercial, cosmopolitan, and cultural center as well will be examined within the context of the state’s overall development. The course employs the Socratic Dialogue as its method of debate.
Student Learning Outcome:
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Identify the major historical and geographical forces which have influenced the people, places, and culture of the state.

· Discuss political, economic, social, and institutional trends in New York State from early settlement to modern times.

· Describe the historical continuity of the state and its institutional growth relative to its development.

· Describe how New York became the “Empire State.”

· Identify the changing patterns of land holding, development as a democratic commonwealth, urbanism, immigration, industrialism, political feuds, and political factions. 

· Identify key figures and analyze their impact on local history and events on the state.
· Recognize the distinction between primary and secondary sources and understand how each are used to make historical claims.

Major Topics:

· Before the Europeans (through 1609)

· New Netherlands (1614- 1664)

· The English Province (1664-1776)

· From Revolution to Statehood (1776-1825)

· Reform, Society and Politics (1825-1860)

· The Gilded Age (1860 - 1914)

· Triumph of Liberalism (1914- 1945)

· The Empire State in a Changing World (1945 -2001)
