MOHAWK VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
UTICA AND ROME, NEW YORK

COURSE OUTLINE

HS216- Introduction to Disabilities



C-3, Cr-3

Catalog Description:  This course introduces disability as an aspect of the human experience and in relationship to a changing society. Topics include a global perspective of the prevalence and incidence of disability through historical and cultural concepts, as well as political and economic factors that help define disability and shape society’s response to it. The course examines the self-determination movement and its impact on disability services.

Prerequisite: HS101 Introduction to Human Services
Course Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:


1.
explain the etiology of various disabilities and identify their defining 

characteristics;


2.
describe disability as a globally changing concept and as a human 


condition and population category;


3.
distinguish the reciprocal influence of the historical and current 


environmental context and the changing concepts of disability;


4.
state how disability influences and is influenced by the 



environment, demographic trends, political climate and economic 


conditions;


5.
identify major federal and state disability laws and regulations 


which provide protection and ensure the rights of individuals with 


disabilities in such areas as education, employment, housing, 


health care, 
social services, public accommodations, 




transportation, telecommunications, electronic technology, and 


benefits and services made available by state and local 



governments;


6.
contrast the prevailing philosophies and approaches in the human 


service profession;


7.
trace disability’s influence on the environment from construction 


design to virtual spaces and technological advances;


8.
appraise the nature, quality and delivery of disability services;


9.
relate the psychosocial aspects of the experience of being disabled 


and its impact on one’s identity;


10.
describe components of an individualized care plan and prioritize 


needs and services accordingly;


11.
relate the role of family, community, and service organizations in 


shaping the life of a person with a disability and providing for their 


care.
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