Mohawk Valley Community College
Utica and Rome, New York
Course Outline

HU 183   Fundamentals of Music Theory 1                                              C-3, CR-3

Course Description:
This introduction to the fundamentals of music theory emphasizes rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic expressions. It is an introduction to music theory for those wishing to pursue more advanced music study and for those who want to know more about the elements of music. Previous musical experience is helpful but not required.

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Read and write music using standard musical notation.

· Examine the basic elements of pitch and rhythm.

· Identify and write all major and minor key signatures.

· Orally and visually identify primary chords, major, minor, diminished and augmented triads.

· Demonstrate an understanding of and use basic harmony.

· Identify major, minor, pentatonic, chromatic, and whole tone scales. 

· Read and play on the piano/keyboard elementary musical compositions.

· Compose and perform extended compositions (a minimum of 24 bars).

· Demonstrate an understanding of at least one principal form of artistic expression and the creative process inherent therein.*
* = SUNY General Education requirement
Major Topics:

· Standard musical notation
· Pitch

· Triads

· Harmony

· Scales 
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