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HU187   Art Appreciation                                                                           C-3, Cr-3

Course Description:  
This course develops perception, understanding, and appreciation of the visual arts through an examination of the role of the artist in a diverse society. The artist is considered within cultural context through an introduction to Western and non-Western art history.  Materials and techniques of art are studied with emphasis on the fundamental elements of artistic expression.  A field trip to a gallery exhibit is required. Skill in art is not necessary.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of the several purposes that art serves in human society
· Demonstrate an understanding of the reasons artists create

· Demonstrate an understanding of the various visual elements employed by artists in the creation of art

· Distinguish the basic materials and methods used in the fine arts, the craft arts, and/or multi-media

· Demonstrate an understanding of the basic historical and perspectives, both Western and non-Western, that comprise the art-historical record from prehistory to the contemporary world
· Relate how artists’ ethnicity and cultural traditions contribute to their art

· Analyze the role of art in the development of cultural and visual literacy

· Evaluate the role of the visual arts in everyday life
· Demonstrate knowledge of the conventions and methods of at least one of the humanities;* and

· Recognize and analyze nuance and complexity of meaning through critical reflections on text, visual images, or artifacts.*

· Demonstrate an understanding of at least one principal form of artistic expression and the creative process inherent therein.*
* = SUNY General Education requirement
Major Topics:
· Role of the Artist

· Cultural context of the Artist

· Fundamental elements of artistic expression

· Materials/mediums of Art

· Methods of Art

· Introduction to Western art history
· Introduction to Non-western art history
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