Mohawk Valley Community College
Utica and Rome, New York

Course Outline

HU 280     An Introduction to Ethics                                                             C-3, CR-3

Course Description:

This interdisciplinary course is both theoretical and practical. The theoretical aspect entails exploring the basic concepts and principles of moral philosophy, and the general thinking process for making moral judgments. The practical aspect involves the application of principles and strategies to specific cases derived from the humanities, such as imaginative literature, and from other disciplines, such as science and business. 
Prerequisite: EN102 English 2: Ideas &Values in Literature.

Student Learning Outcomes:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

· Demonstrate knowledge of the major ethical systems.
· Assess the ability of the student to apply the major ethical systems to real-life situations.
· Compare and contrast between absolute and relative moral theories.
· Demonstrate comprehension of the challenges to the application of moral philosophy.
· Analyze the historical role played by ethical systems in Western culture.
· Compare and contrast their moral views with those of other students.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the conventions and methods of at least one of the humanities;* and
· Recognize and analyze nuance and complexity of meaning through critical reflections on text, visual images, or artifacts.*
* = SUNY General Education requirement
Major Topics:

Theoretical aspect:
· Basic concepts and principles of moral philosophy
· General thinking process for making moral judgments

Practical aspect

· Application of principles and strategies to specific cases 
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