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Course Description:

This course introduces the discipline of political science through the study of American government. Topics include the concept of the political system, democracy in theory and practice, the historical background and content of the Constitution, Federalism, and the role of the Supreme Court in civil rights. It stresses these aspects of the American political system: public opinion, voting behavior, the electoral system, political parties, and modern campaigning techniques.
Student Learning Outcomes:

The student will be able to:
1. 
Describe the discipline of political science and its major approaches.

2. 
Select the primary influences on the framing of the United States Constitution and its 
subsequent evolution.

3. 
Describe the federal system and the separation of powers. 

4.
Compare and contrast the Supreme Court’s role as interpreter of the Constitution.

5. 
Explain why groups and individuals are still demanding the realization of their civil 
rights.

6. 
Explain the role of political parties in the recruitment of public officials and discuss 
the varieties of voting behavior in the United States.  Also, explain the modern 
techniques of American political campaigning.

7.
Describe how politics is influenced by inequalities generated by our political 
economy.
Major Topics:

I.
The historical development of the Constitution and Federalism.

II.
The American political economy, political culture, and mass media.

III.
Voting, campaigns, political parties and interest groups.

IV.
Legislative, Executive and Judicial branches of government.

V.
Civil Rights, Social, Economic and Foreign policy
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