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Course Description:

This course introduces public policy, a field of study that integrates political, social, and economic theories and insights, and addresses the general question, “Who gets what, when, and how in society?” To answer this question, the history of public policy in the United States is studied, and how public policy is defined, developed, and applied within the federalist system of government. The role of governmental and non-governmental institutions in policy making is examined from several theoretical perspectives. Contemporary issues in public policy are studied through the application of these theories to key substantive areas, including crime and justice, healthcare, social welfare, education, and the environment.
Student Learning Outcomes:

The student will be able to:

1. Demonstrate a basic understanding of public policy studies as a discipline.
2. Demonstrate insight into the complex decision making process in public policy 
and how it is influenced by political and ideological agenda set by various actors 
and constituencies.
3. Demonstrate their ability to critically analyze policy issues and debates.
4. Distinguish an understanding of how they can effectively participate in both the 
public sphere and within various organizational settings.
5. Identify theoretical perspectives to substantive areas of study.   
6. Demonstrate their knowledge of policy development and implementation.        
Major Topics:

I.
Public Policy Concepts and Theoretical Perspectives 

II.
Policy Making Process Institutional, Process, Elite, Group, Rational, and 
Incremental Models

III.
Criminal Justice and Policy Making
IV.
Health and Welfare

V.
Education Policies and Reform

VI.
Economic Issues/Tax Policy

VII.
International Trade and Immigration: National and Global Issues

VIII.
Energy and Environmental Policies

IX.
Civil Rights Development and Movement

X.
American Federalism

XI.
Defense Policy

XII.
Policy Evaluation
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