MOHAWK VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

UTICA AND ROME, NEW YORK
COURSE OUTLINE
PS 202 Comparative Politics        

C-3, P-0, Cr-3
Course Description:
This course covers the convergence of theories, methods, and concepts associated with political science and comparative politics. It introduces knowledge about politics and political science in a comparative perspective and develops a framework of classifications or typologies to deal with the complexity of political life. A specific effort is made to survey major ideological strains, from communism to fascism, and to link them to recent and current regimes and movements
Student Learning Outcomes:
 The student will be able to:
1. 

Describe of the distinct cultures, regions and countries of the world.

2. 

Explain the different types of current governmental systems 




from authoritarian to democratic.

3. 

Compare and contrast the different types of economic systems from 



command economies to free market capitalism.

4. 

Identify the various religious and philosophic paradigms that 




operate within global politics today.

5. 

Analyze geographic influences and their impact upon social, economic and 


political structures.
6. 

Support through data analysis a defensible position using comparative analysis.
Major Topics:

I.
Political model and ideologies.

II.
Regional/cultural perspectives.

III.
Environmental and geographic influences on specific societies.

IV.
Historical and cultural influences on specific societies.

V.
Institutional, structural and policy difference among specific societies
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