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PS 203 State and Local Government       




C-3, P-0, Cr-3

Course Description:

This course covers the organization, operation, and issues of state, county, and city government. Emphasis is placed on comparative politics in the 50 states and the current problems of federalism. Local governmental units and issues are considered in the study of developments on that level.
Major Topics:

I.
Federalism, Parties, and Elections

II.
State and Local Politics and State Constitutions

III.
State Legislatures, State Courts, and Governors

IV.
Counties, Towns, Suburbs and City government, financing, and politics

V.
State and Local Policy

Student Learning Outcomes:

The student will be able:

1. Explain federalism and analyze the relationship between the federal, state, and 
local government as well as their roles in the regulation of elections.
2.
Summarize the operations of state and local governments.
3.
Compare politics among the 26 counties of New York.
4.
Contrast the state constitutions with the U.S. Constitution.

5.
Distinguish the basic concepts within the operation of state and local 
governments.
6.
Evaluate the role of state and local governments regarding policy development 
and implementation.
7.
Describe the challenges faced by state and local governments.
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