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PS 209 - Introduction to Peace Studies    




C-3, P-0, Cr-3
Course Description:
This course examines the ways in which groups use nonviolent techniques to resolve common inter- and intra-group conflicts. Historical and cross-cultural examples of nonviolent conflict resolution are analyzed. The context in which conflicts are created and resolved is discussed, including the significance of the values of society, power relations, systems of stratification, and social institutions.
Student Learning Outcomes:
The student will be able to:

1. Describe the major historical influences on current peace studies.
2. Explain Gandhi’s major theories of non-violent conflict resolution and its 
practice.
3. Analyze the non-violent response to the problem of 
modern warfare.
4. Evaluate King’s major theories of non-violent conflict resolution and its practice.
5. Discuss the non-violent conflict resolution process and reconciliatory justice as 
practiced in modern South Africa.

6. Identify the primary contributors to the peace paradigm and their major 
contributions.

Major Topics:

I. Historical Essays: The foundations of peaceful conflict resolution. Emphasis: Thoreau.

II. Non-violent colonial revolution within a modern state Emphasis: Gandhi & India.

III. Non-violence and modern warfare. Emphasis: Fascism & WWII.

IV. Non-violent social revolution within a modern state. Emphasis: King & American Apartheid.

V. Non-violent political revolution with a modern state. Emphasis: Mandela & South African Apartheid.
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