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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines the psychological changes that take place between birth and adolescence. Emphasis is placed on the cognitive, social, emotional, language, and physical dimensions of developmental change.  The psychological pathologies unique to this segment of the lifespan are discussed.

Prerequisite:  PY101- Introduction to General Psychology

Student Learning Outcomes

The student will be able to:

1. identify historical and current issues and theories in child psychology.

2. describe genetic contributions to human growth and development.

3. distinguish the important milestones and stages in prenatal development.

4. differentiate the stages and important milestones in typical development from birth through adolescence for the physical domain. 

5. select developmentally appropriate toys, practices and materials for each stage in development and justify choices.

6.  apply major developmental theories to the analysis of psychopathologies associated with childhood and adolescence.

7. use the contributions of major developmental theorists such as Piaget, Freud, Erikson, Bowlby, Kohlberg, etc., to analyze child and adolescent behavior.

8. explain the effects of culture on childrearing and aspects of development.

9. describe the stages and important milestones in typical development from birth through adolescence for the language, physical, social, emotional and cognitive domains.

10. explain methodological strategies used by developmental psychologists.

11. compare and contrast child developmental observational data with normative child  and adolescent development theory.

12.  using important developmental milestones in typical development during childhood and adolescence for the cognitive, social, emotional, language, moral, gender and physical domains determine examples from everyday behavior.

Major Topics:
1. Major theories and research studies within the field 

2. Physical, cognitive, emotional, and social development milestones 

3. Prenatal development  

4. Birth and infancy  

5. Early childhood  

6. Middle childhood  

7. Adolescence  

8. Emerging adulthood  

9. Psychopathologies in development 

10. Development and diversity  
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