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COURSE OUTLINE
PY209 – Forensic Psychology





3 Credit Hours

Purpose: This course examines the relationship between psychopathology and criminality, and describes the legal context in which forensic psychology is practiced. Unlike other disciplines of psychology, which are therapeutic or habilitative in nature, it is concerned with the prevention, detection, and reduction of crime.
Prerequisites: PY101– Introduction to General Psychology and PY203– Abnormal Psychology

Student Learning Objectives:

The student will:

            1.         Summarize the development and nature of Forensic Psychology     

            2.         apply concepts from the New York State Penal Law to case studies

            3.         describe the DSM’s multi-axial system of classification of mental disorders 



 relevant to the practice of Forensic Psychology

            4.         summarize the Crime Classification Manual

            5.         explain the process and content of criminal profiling

            6.         evaluate the relationship between mental disorders and criminal conduct, i.e. 



 pyromania as a subset of arson

            7.         differentiate between the concepts of psychopathology and insanity 

            8.         describe the standards for professional expertise through class presentation and 

 preparation of a career plan

            9.         state an understanding of domestic and international terrorism

            10.        summarize the dimensions of the PSYCRIM profile

            11.        complete a PSYCRIM profile on a perpetrator of choice

            12.        present her PSYCRIM profile in symposium for discussion and critique

COURSE TOPICS

Introduction to Forensic Psychology




 

Definition









The Relationship Between Psychology and Law





History of Forensic Psychology






Roles and Responsibilities of Forensic Psychologists



Status of Expert
The “War on Terror”








International and Domestic Terrorism


What is your “T.Q.?”


The Psychology of Terrorism


Anti and Counter-Terrorism

The PSYCRIM Profile





 

The Integration of Penal Law, The DSM and CCM




Psychopathology Related to Crime

“own” psychopathology to 









 comprehend the relationship 









 between psychopathology
Integration of Law, Psychopathology and Investigation and crime
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