MOHAWK VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, UTICA-ROME, NY

COURSE OUTLINE
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:
RC131 Clinical Practicum 1	        		                                                               P-9, Cr-3
This initial 135-hour hospital experience provides the supervised practice of routine respiratory therapies in a community clinical setting. Theories and skills learned in the classroom and laboratory are applied in actual patient care situations. The safe administration of therapies, maintenance of records, and infection control procedures are stressed.

Prerequisites: Documented health physical examination within three months, including specific test results, liability insurance coverage, and current CPR for Healthcare Providers Certification are required for all students before the start of this course. A full year of high school general chemistry with laboratory (with a minimum grade of 70) within ten years or equivalent course with a minimum grade of C, RC101 Basic Science for Respiratory Care, RC103 Cardiopulmonary Pharmacology, RC111 Principles of Respiratory Care 1. 
Corequisites: BI216 Human Anatomy & Physiology 1 and RC115 Cardiopulmonary Diseases, or Program Coordinator consent. Minimum grade of "C" required.
II. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:
1. Demonstrate a command of basic medical terms by utilizing them appropriately in written and oral assignments.
2. Discuss the usefulness of selected diagnostic tests.
3. Demonstrate a familiarity with the contents of a patient medical record by finding required information.
4. Identify various types of respiratory care equipment seen in the hospital departments and briefly describe its use.
5. Utilize effective communication skills with patients and members of the health care team.
6. Participate as a member of the health care team.
7. Assume responsibility to seek help/guidance from the instructor when needed.
8. Demonstrate an understanding of and compliance with universal precaution procedures. Consistently demonstrates aseptic technique while performing clinical functions to facilitate a safe environment for the student, staff, and the patients. 
9. Demonstrate proficiency in the performance of selected patient care and physical assessment techniques such as:
a. determination of apical heart rate
b. determination of peripheral pulse rate
c. measurement of breathing rate
d. measurement of blood pressure
e. positioning of patients for therapy 
f. aseptic hand washing technique
10. Consistently demonstrate safe practices in the handling and usage of compressed medical gases.
11. Demonstrate acceptable techniques for the connection, operation and disconnection of pressure and flow regulation devices.
12. Demonstrate acceptable technique in the use of various wall oxygen and air systems.
13. Administer oxygen therapy via all types of low and high flow devices.
14. Discontinue oxygen therapy by properly removing the oxygen appliance from the patient.
15. Complete required paperwork, and when necessary, record accurately in the patient's medical record the effects of the therapy given.
16. Analyze an oxygen delivery system using a calibrated oxygen analyzer.
17. Perform pulse oximetry using a pulse oximeter.
18. Demonstrate acceptable technique in the administration of aerosol medications using a small volume nebulizer, metered dose inhaler, and dry powder inhaler.
19. Administer lung expansion therapy using an incentive spirometer.
III. MAJOR TOPICS:
1. 
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