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MOHAWK VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

UTICA AND ROME, NEW YORK
COURSE OUTLINE

SS218 - Methods of Research    





C-3, P-0, Cr-3
Course Description:
This course focuses on understanding and applying scientific methodology to an area of inquiry within the Social Sciences. It covers quantitative and qualitative methods of research including survey research, interviewing, archival analysis, experimentation, participant observation. Using data-gathering techniques a number of mini research projects are conducted. The application of statistical techniques to data analysis is stressed. Computer software applications are used to analyze data from a variety of sources.  Research teams are formed to design and implement original research projects. 
Prerequisites: SO101 Introduction to Sociology or CJ101 Introduction to Criminal Justice or PS102 Introduction to Public Policy
Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to:

1. 
Distinguish basic research techniques.

2.
 Design and conduct a simple research project.

3. 
Use and interpret descriptive and inferential statistics.

4. 
Design collaboratively a research project.
5. 
Recognize and evaluate ethical issues in research on human subjects.
6. 
Critically analyze current research in the field of Social Sciences.
Finally, this course serves as a capstone course for students in Criminal Justice and related programs by synthesizing and utilizing material covered in required theoretical courses, statistics and technical report writing classes.

Major Topics:

I.
Introduction to the course. What is science and what are the limits to science. The role of theory and method in science. Research ethics.

II.
Basic terms and concepts in research: scientific theory, hypotheses, variables, operationalization, 
causation and correlation, qualitative versus quantitative methods, and validity and reliability.

III.
Steps in the research process - an overview. 

IV.
Variables, levels of measurement, scales, indexes and other technical concepts. 

V.
Basic Research Designs. 

VI.
Sampling, causation versus correlation, descriptive versus inferential statistics. 

VII.
Survey Research. Design a simple questionnaire and do a simple pre-test of the test instrument.
Assigned exercises.

VIII.

Review Census and Sampling chapters.

IX.
Field Research.  Conduct a brief P.O. study, keep field notes and report results. Students will work individually.

X.
Experimental Research. Single Subject Design

XI.
Archival research and Content Analysis, and other unobtrusive techniques.
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