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COURSE OUTLINE

ST220 Sterile Processing Clinical Practice  
7 Credits

Catalog Description:   







P-8, Cr-7
In this course, students are partnered with experienced Sterile Processing Technicians and are expected to transition from an observer to an active role as a sterile processing technician.   With concentration in the cleaning and sterilization of surgical instruments and other medical equipment.  The student will be expected to interact with personnel from all areas of the hospital.  The student will also be involved in distribution of medical supplies throughout the healthcare facility.
7 hours laboratory experience

Prerequisite: ST120 Surgical Instrumentation
Co-requisites: BI209 Basic Pathophysiology
Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course a student will be able to:

· Perform in the role as a sterile processing technician
· Participate in the cleaning of surgical instrumentation and equipment.

· Demonstrate the use of surgical instruments and supplies, and medical equipment.

· Identify the names and uses of special equipment related to surgical specialty and other medical specialties.

· Identify the grades of surgical instrumentation
· Define and give an overview of the purpose of surgical instrumentation.

· Demonstrate the proper care and handling of surgical instrumentation before and after surgical procedures.
Course Outline and Major Topics:

1. Surgical Instruments

· Instrument grades 

· Categorizing by function

· Use of instruments by tissue type

· Use and application of instrument tape

2. Care and Handling of Instruments

· Before, during, and after surgery

3. Basic Instruments by Service

· General, laparoscopic, robotic, OB/GYN, GU, Ophthalmic, ENT, Plastics, neurosurgical cardiovascular, and thoracic.

4. Surgical Suture and Needles

· Needle Types

· Packaging and dispensing

· Suture material
5. Medical Equipment and Supplies
Evaluation Methods:
The students will be evaluated by a clinical instructor that is present at the clinical site or visits the site weekly.  The clinical instructor will observe the students performing the duties as asterile processing technician, in the clinical setting. The experienced Sterile Processing Technician that the student is paired with each day, at the clinical site, will also provide pertinent feedback on the student’s performance.  There will also be written assignments due throughout the clinical experience. 
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